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Welcome to a new school year Sugarland Wildcats. We have many exciting events and activities 
ahead. As a school we are embarking on an initiative called Personalized Learning. The goal of this 
initiative is to provide all students with what they need to learn and grow, while 
building ownership and independence for their learning. We look forward to sharing with 
you, throughout the year, the goals they meet and accomplishments they achieve.
We look forward to continuing the partnership between home and school. If you would like to 
volunteer within the school, please stop by the school office and speak to one of our parent 
liaisons: Mrs. Andrade or Mrs. Gambrell-Haynes. We will be glad to have you help in our school. I 
say “our” because you are an important part of our school family! Each class is looking for a Room 
Mom or Dad to help with classroom or grade level needs. We also need help with copying papers 
for teachers, laminating, helping classroom teachers with other work, or volunteering with the PTO 
(Parent-Teacher Organization), WE NEED YOU!
We invite you to get involved! Our theme this year is “#All In”, and we would like you to work with 
us to help our students continue to go from good to great. We want all children to understand their 
purpose and be driven by their "WHY" in life to achieve their goals. This will be an epic year, and it 
will take ALL of us, working TOGETHER, to be successful!

2018-2019 School Calendar
October 8 Holiday (Columbus Day) 

October 22 Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 
November 2 End of First Grading Period
November 5-6 Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 
November 21-23 Holiday (Thanksgiving) 
December 21-January 1 WINTER BREAK (Classes Resume January 2) 
January 17 End of Second Grading Period 
January 18 MOVEABLE STUDENT HOLIDAY** (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 
January 21 Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 
February 18 Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 
March 28 End of Third Grading Period 
March 29 Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 
April 1 Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 
April 15-19 SPRING BREAK 
May 27 Holiday (Memorial Day) 
June 7 Last Day of School for Students/End of Fourth Grading Period
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT SUGARLAND

SEPT. 28 – PTO OUTDOOR MOVIE – COCO

OCT. 3 – PTO MEETING 9:30 AM

OCT. 8 – NO SCHOOL

OCT. 9 – SUPPER PROGRAM BEGINS

OCT. 11 – PARENT COFFEE

OCT. 19-26 – BOOK FAIR IN THE LIBRARY

OCT. 22 – NO SCHOOL

OCT. 26 – PTO MONSTER BINGO

OCT. 31 – TRUNK OR TREAT

NOV. 2 – CHUCK E. CHEESE NIGHT

mailto:SUGAbsentee@lcps.org


Music

Library
During library time this year, students will 
learn to be responsible users of a variety of 
information resources. We will use different 
types of technology and create products we 
can share beyond our classrooms. In addition, 
we will continue to work on reading 
comprehension and fostering a love of 
reading in all students.

In September, working in collaboration with 
our IFT and the STEAM Lab, students in 
grades 1-5 used the Common Sense Media 
curriculum to learn how to navigate 
information in a technological society and be 
safe when they use a technology device.  This 
is part of Loudoun County Public School’s One 
to the World Initiative.  

Our MakerSpace is up and running – and 
expanding – thanks in part to a grant from 
Janelia Research. Students are excited to 
design, create and innovate in this ever-
changing space.

The Sugarland garden is also a busy place this 
fall. Under the guidance of Master Gardener 
Diane Bayless, the garden is filled with 
pumpkins and Monarch butterflies!

Follow us on twitter: @SUGlibrary

Or on our Blog: 
http://blogs.lcps.org/suglibrary/

--Mrs. Grim and Mrs. Currin

Art

Sugarland Chorus and Sugarland's newest 
performing group, Sing and Strum, 
started rehearsals this month. 4th and 
5th graders in these groups are looking 
forward to a December performance and 
are hard at work preparing and having 
lots of fun along the way!
-Mrs. Blum-Marciano and Mr. C

The Elementary Art Education 
Program provides maximum opportunity 
for each student to have hands-on 
experiences in producing their art, 
enhanced by the integration of art 
history, art criticism and aesthetic 
critiques. Art education classes at the 
elementary level will encourage critical 
and creative problem-solving skills, as 
well as empathy for historical and 
contemporary art works. The program is 
designed to encourage perceptual 
awareness, through the involvement of all 
of the senses, and allows for the 
integration of other curriculums as art 
readily relates to all educational 

experiences.-- Mr. Maier

In Loudoun County Public Schools, 
technology is an integrated skill and 
activity. Unlike "special" content areas such 
as music, physical education, and art, 
computer activities are intended to be 
integrated with other content areas rather 
than function as a stand-alone 
discipline. Individual teachers are 
responsible for content integration and 
technology rich lessons. As our Instructional 
Facilitator of Technology, I am available to 
assist teachers with lesson research, 
planning and delivery. Mr. Jefferson, 
the Technology Assistant, is available to 
support teachers with hardware & software 
applications.
Look for Sugarland’s Girls Who Code club for 
girls in grades 3 - 5. The club will meet after 
school on Wednesdays beginning October 
3rd. For more information, visit 
GirlsWhoCode.com or contact me.
-- Mrs. Brandon

Technology   



.

Physical Education Information
We are excited and looking forward to 
working with your child in physical 
education classes this year! It is our goal 
to build a strong and successful program 
to help your child develop through 
physical activity and instruction.
Elementary Physical Education is a 
developmental program designed to 
enhance movement, balance, fine and 
gross motor skills, and general physical 
activity. Skill themes encompass many 
aspects of movement and apply these 
skills to both new and familiar activities. 
Physical education is taught three days 
per week for 30 minutes by the PE 
Specialist.

Goals for Physical Education
1. The student will develop muscular 
strength and physical fitness.
2. The student will develop efficient body 
control and movement.
3. The student will acquire appropriate 
knowledge, understanding and skills 
necessary for healthy daily living.

4. The student will demonstrate safety 
awareness and demonstrate good safety 
habits.
5. The student will develop a positive attitude 
toward sportsmanship with respect for 
other's talents and weaknesses.
6. The student will participate in activities 
that encourage the development of a positive 
self-image.
7. The student will develop a sense of 
individual and group responsibility.
8. The student will develop a healthy attitude 
toward physical activity.
9. The student will develop an appreciation 
for physical activities which can be pursued 
during leisure time and can contribute to 
lifetime fitness.

Preliminary Fitness Testing will be happening 
over the next few weeks. This will give us a 
baseline your children can use to create 
SMART Goals to improve their fitness level by 
the end of the year!

Victor Cortes                       Todd Funkhouser
Physical Education Teacher       Physical Education Teacher

STEAM Lab  
Science Technology Engineering Arts Math

The STEAM Lab is in Session!

Welcome to a new school year! The STEAM lab is now in its third year and still going 
strong. Students will continue expanding their science, technology, engineering and 
math skills as they participate in collaborative challenges and design projects that build 
on their learning in the classroom. Students will also be using more technology to 
enhance their learning experiences. I’m looking forward to all the great happenings in 
the lab. Don’t forget to check out our Twitter page for updates! @SugSteam



Notes from the School Counselors

BIRTHDAYS
Parents, we have received a very 

generous offer from a donor to help us 
celebrate students’ birthdays.  If you 

celebrate birthdays, and would like for 
your child to participate, please let us 
know.  Parents will receive a gift card 
for a birthday cake so please contact 

me the week  before the birthday.

Character Trait for September and October:

Respect
Counselors are reviewing this  character 

trait in guidance lessons.

Backpack Buddy Program 
The Backpack Buddy Program sends 

home nutritious food for families 
every weekend and is available for all 
students. It starts on September 28th

Contact Ms. Foré for more 
information.

Comcast Internet and Laptops Available
Students who qualify for Free Lunch may also qualify for a 
discounted internet price, just $9.95 per month. Laptops are also 
available at a discount for $149.99.
Please call Comcast for more information 1-855-846-8376.

Counseling Groups

Ms. Fore and Ms. Roberts will be sending 

home interest forms for counseling 

groups.  Please return the yellow form if  

you are interested in a counseling group 

for your child.

Hello Sugarland Wildcats!
We are so excited to be back serving this 
community. Sugarland Elementary is 
fortunate to be served by 2 Parent Liaisons, 
Karina Andrade and Deidre Gambrell. We 
are here to facilitate any communication 
with your child’s teachers, connect you with 
resources that you may need in the 
community and help bridge the gap between 
home and school to ensure your child’s 
academic and social success. Please reach 
out to us anytime you need our help, or just 
come by to say hello! We love getting to 
know our Wildcat Families!

Hola Wildcats de Sugarland! Estamos muy contentos
de haber vuelto para servir a esta comunidad. La 
Escuela Primaria Sugarland es afortunada de ser
atendida por 2 Padres de Enlace, Karina Andrade y 
Deidre Gambrell. Estamos aquí para facilitar
cualquier comunicación con los maestros de su
hijo(a), conectarlo con los recursos que pueda
necesitar en la comunidad y ayudar a cerrar la 
brecha entre el hogar y la escuela para garantizar el 
éxito académico y social de su hijo(a). 
¡Comuníquese con nosotros cada vez que necesite
nuestra ayuda, o simplemente venga a saludarnos! 
¡Nos encanta conocer nuestras familias!

-- Karina Andrade and Deidre Gambrell
Sugarland Parent Liaisons

Welcome from our Parent Liaisons



PBIS 
Sugarland is a Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports school. Our students focus 
on the three R's- Respect, Responsibility, Ready to Learn. We kicked off our year with 
an assembly to review the three R's in all areas of our school. The students are working 
hard to earn individual paw prints for showing the three R's, as well as large paw prints 
for their classes. Students who earn their own paw prints are eligible to be randomly 
chosen as Student of the Week in their classrooms and earn a PBIS prize. Our school is 
working on earning large paw prints to earn school wide rewards. The students have 
already earned a Crazy Hair Day and are on our way to our next school reward. 

Remind your child to bring their best behavior to school every day!



 Oct. 19 – 26, 8:00-2:00 in 
the Sugarland library 

 Special hours during the 
PTO’s Monster BINGO 
Oct. 26, 5:30-6:30 pm

PTO

Games, Prizes, Food!

October 26th 6:00-8:00 pm 


